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FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Do come and help us start off the New Year at the Shaw Mansion on 8 January 
1978, from four to six P.M. We will leave the decorations up so the house 
will look gay and festive and we will try to provide you with enough food and 
drink so you will feel the same way. Every year we keep our fingers crossed 
that a blizzard won't prevent members and their friends from attending and so 
far we have been lucky. So mark down 8 January, cross your fingers and we 
shall hope to see you. 
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CUSTODIANS AGAIN 


We are again in the market for custodians for the Mansion. At present, the 
curator is back in residence with her dog and the ghosts of the Shaw and Per- 
kins families. If any of you have any prospects in mind, please ask them to 
in touch with Mrs. Knox. The apartment is pleasant, the Mansion is not diffi- 
cult to keep clean, and one meets very interesting people. 


REDEVELOPMENT 


The office has received a very preliminary plan for the redevelopment of that 
area of Bank St., directly affecting the Shaw Mansion. Actually it doesn't 
really effect us, for there are no changes to any of our property. There is 
a small parklet proposed between the opening of Blinman St. and the fire-house, 
so traffic from Bank can't come zooming up Blinman, and there will be access 
to Bank from Blinman via a righteangle driveway, rather like Woviotis Lane. 
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FOR THE COOKS AMONG YOU 
Macaroons 


Pound well one pound of sweet almonds, moistening them with rose-water. Intro- 
duce one pound of sugar and beat all well in a soft paste, which you put round 
a dish and half bake in a luke-warm oven. When the paste is half done, cut it 
in small round pieces, and having ranged them on a sheet of paper, finish ba- 
king them. | 


The Queen's cakes or biscuits 


Take twelve ounces of flour, one pound of fine sugar in powder, and twelve egg 
from which take out three yolks, with a discretionable quantity of coriander 
and aniseseeds. Beat, and mix well all together, till it comes to a thick but 
running paste. Some add yeast to make it lighter and rise higher. Vivide this 
paste into several paper cases, or tin ones, of the width of two fingers and 
twice as long, which put in an oven to bake, but take care that it be not too 
warm. 


Soft gingerbread to be baked in pans 


Rub three pounds of sugar, two pounds of butter, into four pounds of flour, 
add 20 eggs, 4 ounces ginger, 4 spoons rose water, shape to your fancy, bake 
15 minutes. 


Minced pie of beef 


Four pound boiled beef, chopped fine and salted; six pound of raw apple also 
chopped, one. pound beef suet, one quert of Wine or rich sweet cyder, one ounce 
mace, ard cinnamon, a nutmeg, two pounds raisins, bake in paste three fourths 
of an hour. 


A nice Indian Pudding 


3 pints scalded milk, 7 spoons fine Indian meal, stir well together while hot, 
let stand till cooled; add 7 eggs, half pound raisins, 4 ounces butter, spice 
and sugar, bake one and half hour. ony 


First two. from Valuable Secrets, rest from Amelia Simmon 


ACCESSIONS © 


Bank St. 50 years ago, by Richard Wall, 1902 = Gift of Mrs. Herry Nichols, 
Canaan, N.H. 

Oration at 1825 celebration of Battle of Groton Hts. - Gift of Mrs. Harry Ni- 
chols, Canaan, N.H. 

Religious references in writings, addresses, etc., of George Washington = Gift © 
of Father Alfred Landry, Taftville | 

Early American Almanacs = The Colonial weeny Bible, by eee B. Stowell - Gift 
of Publisher | | 

Dulany=Furlong & Kindred families, by Roland Dulany Piles - Gift of author 

Noank from the papers of Claude M. Chester, 1970 - Gift of William Peterson 
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e forefathers and families of certain settlers in Western Pennsylvania, by 
William Boyd Duff, 1976 = Gift of author 

Ancestors I wish were mine and some you can have, by Albert G. Overton, 1977 - 
Gift of author 


CIVIL WAR DIARY of Charles T. Hill, cont. 


Aug. 24. It is one mount today since I was taken and I think that Morries 
Island looks some difrent. It must be one soled Battry. By this time Gil- 
kore is the man to do it. he will play the duce with the Rebels at Charleston. 
Fort Sumter must fall and thet pretty soon. I wrote a letter home to Mother 
for some money. It is the first time that I have had to Send for money since 
I enlisted two years Ago. I hope they they wount keep us mutch longer heare. 
It is losome in heare all the time, dont see enything, dont know what is going 
on outside. I love my freedom to well to be shut in sutch a place as thins and 
live on corn bread. I long to be home where I can get something as I want and 
be where I can enjoy my self. This is living like a dog and shut up in a cage 
like birds. That is the way the Rebels keep their prisoner snd feed them on 
corn bread helf bakes and beef that aint half done, lay on the hard floor and 
nothing to lay on and then the Bed Bugs and lice are a plenty ... Now we can't 
heve the papers to read so we cant tell as how things are goin... this is 
worse than goin to school for then one was free after School was out but it 
a int so hear. Sunday has come and it dont seame mutch Sunday. The Chaplain 
come up and preached to us. it seamed good to hear the Gospel. it carms our 
minds and Refreshes our Souls and makes our heart gled to hear of Jessus in 
his prison. He was in prison and knowes our Sorrows... September has come and 
it is most two years now since I was sworn in to uncle Sam's Army. Two long 
years have past and still the wer goes on but I hope that this year will be | 
its last for I am tired of war. I have seen enought of this war to be contented 
to go home and stay. It is hard to stay heare without money. the Rations are 
not anought for a men and if I had some money I could along very well then I 
could get some Bread and that would be nice... Morrise Island is ours now and 
Sumter will be soon then that proud sitty shall be humbled. It was the cause 
of this War and I hope it will be the end of it. It is three weeks tocay since 
I wrote home for money. The Rebels had flags up too and sutch a flage. Its 
a piece of white cloth with a red corner with 7 stars in. this is thire New 
flage. It is quite becoming to them it loocks as if it had tried to do some- 
thing and coulden. 


Sept. 10. there was four more men come from Charleston. they heve been theire 
8 mounts. they say that our gunBoats were to week at fort Moltry when they 
left there. I don't think mutch of the Rebels offercers. they dont act mutch 
like men for when they pas they will put thire thumb to thire nose. that is 
bad meners I say. Now we get the pepers most every day. now the actack on 
Charleston goes Bravely on. Gilmore will have the city and the Rebels are cor- 
nered up in this state then we can get Richmond. I hope the fall of Charles- 
ton wil be the downfal of the Rebelion... Sept. 14. The Rebs brought some 
more of our men heare tonight. There was about 108 in all, some mareens, the 
rest are salers from the Gunboats. Their is about 300 in heare in all. that 
makes quite a company... We had to wate for our dinner till two oclgeck today 
on account of the men that come last night. they had not had enything to eat 
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for two days. they did not feed them eny better to Charleston than they did 
us. I know what it is to go hungry. We got todays paper and it said that the 
exchange of prisenors would begin .in a few days and I think that we shall bee 
exchanged in a few days. Thire was 3 regiments went by heare today. They was 
Jenkings Brigede enroute to reinforce Bragg so they can lick Grent but I don't 
think they will do it this time. Saturday, Sept. 19. Thire was one more regi- 
ment past heare this morning. we had a paper but not mutch newes in it... Sept 
21 We got good newes this noon. the Captain told us that we was goin to Richs| 
mord in the morning. We are all in good Spirits now. we hope to be with © 
frineds soon now. Sept. 22. We left Colombia this morning at nine and run all 
day and all night. it is a plesent country. We had ole frate cars as far as 
Sharlott. Sept. 23. We changed cars at Sharlott this noon. we had good cars. 
We changed cars at Rhaley North Carolin, we changed cars at Wheling, thire we 
had old frate cars as far as peatersburg. Sept. 24. Richmond, va. We changed 
cars to peatersburgh. we stade heare from 6 in the morning till four at night, 
got into Richmond about 7 at night and then marched to the old tobacco house. 
We are in what is cald the Libby Prisen in Richmond. it is a very cold place. 
The report is that we shall go over to Bell Island in the morning, but 1 hope 
that it is not so for I don't want to go thire. Cept. 26. Marched to Bell Is- 
land this morning and was ? and then got our breckfast. It is a hard place 

to keep men in, the tents are all full and some have to sleep out in the cold. 
we have to sleep on the bare ground and nothing over us. Sept. 2/. Sunday 

has come but it dont seame like Sunday. They are perroling some to send home. 
and I wish that I was with them but I am not. Sept. 28. There was 550 went to 
City Point tonight and I wish that I had been one of them but then I shall be 
before leng. I think this is a hard place to say. we get two meales a day 

and that is about half enought and then have to lay on the ground... this is 

a worse place than uncles Sams Army and I thought that was bad enought. we 

got some bacon this morning, it was fat and I could hardly eat it. Some of the 
boys ere so puor that they cant hardly walk round. Oct. 2. theire was some 
wagons of woundec men went down on the cars this afternoon, 22 in number. That 
looks like a fight. Oct. 3. thire was some more wagons went down on the trene 
tonight, 23 more. Oct. 5. about 85 went over to citty tonight and the boys say 
that we are going in the morning. ‘Enything to get out of this place. we hed 
some hardtack this morning, two small bits and a little piece of meat. Cct.6. 
Thire is no sign of our getting away this week as I see it. it is all next 
week but tht never comes. 


(to be continued) 


Resident curator = Mrs. Adam L. Knox phone = 4431209 
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FROM: 


The New London County Historical 
Society - Shaw Mansion 

11 Blinman Street 

New London, CT. 06320 


Return Postage Guaranteed 


Mins Hazel A. Johnson 
770 Williams St. 
New London, Conn. 06320 
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